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If undelivered please return to P.O. Box 14115 Christchurch Airport  

CHRISTCHURCH MODEL AERO CLUB COMMITTEE  2007 / 8 

President.  Owen Moore 40a Lionel St. Avonside. ( barbara.owen@paradise.net.nz ) 981 5545 

Secretary. Bruce Weatherall 223B Main North road, Redwood ( weatherall@pcconnect.co.nz ) 354 2220 

Treasurer. Trevor Henderson 82 Rose St., Spreydon. ( bigtrev@xtra.co.nz )  337 1091 

Recording Officer     Gary Burrows 42 Santa Maria Ave. Mt Pleasant. ( garyburrows@xtra.co.nz ) 384 0994  

R/C Power. Terry Parker 57A Hoon Hay Road, Hoon Hay. ( rcflier@xtra.co.nz ) 338 6208 

R/C Glider. John Ensoll 375 Wairakei Road, Bishopdale. ( grandad1@paradise.net.nz ) 359 7471 

Free Flight.  Owen Moore 40a Lionel St. Avonside. ( barbara.owen@paradise.net.nz ) 981 5545 

Control Line. Bill Long 83 Nottingham Ave. Oaklands ( BillLong@xtra.co.nz ) 322 7202 

Indoor. Bill Long 83 Nottingham Ave. Oaklands ( BillLong@xtra.co.nz ) 322 7202 

"Torque" Editor Gary Burrows 42 Santa Maria Ave. Mt Pleasant  ( garyburrows@xtra.co.nz ) 384 0994  

Electric John Turner 132 Somerfield Street, Beckenham, ( ���������	
�����
��� 332 1200 

Vintage & Web Master Mark Venter 30 Manor Place, Bryndwr  ( ������	���	
�����
���  351 6193  
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Junior / Junior = under 18 

Junior = 18 to 60 

Senior = 60 to 80 

Senior / Senior = 80+ 

Club perceived age / knowledge 

This is my last report as my tenure as president comes to an end with this meeting. The Club is in good heart 
both financially and membership wise. Numbers are much the same as last year so something must be O K.  

There is a good sole of grass on the Nor/West runway and is in use whenever necessary. An extensive area is 
now mowed so C/L operations can take place on the S/West end of the runway.  

We are probably the only club that still caters for all disciplines of our sport/hobby and numbers in each aspect 
are steady. Quite a few of the membership have supported the N.D.C. program over the year with the result that 
we are once again the Champion Club for the country Individual members also appear at the top of the N.D.C. 
Championship [7 out of the first 10]Individual members also performed with great distinction at the Nationals at 
Carterton. Most disciplines have steady numbers of participants with small growth in Vintage and Electric    I 
would like to thank all the members of the committee for their work during the last 12 months. Everyone has 
done all that has been asked of them and more,  

Thank you all. In a few minutes a new committee will be elected. I wish them all the best for the year to come.    
Owen                                                                     

Don’t forget SI Free Flight champs or the Balclutha 2008 Nats 

Trophies 

Please return to Gary Burrows no later than 23th March or else! 

Return cleaned and engraved 
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Minutes of Annual General Meeting 

Thursday 29th March 2007, Cashmere Club, Christchurch 

 Meeting opened at 7:40pm, 22 members present 

 Apologies John Begg,  Liz Henderson,  Steve McCaughan, Mike Morice, Peter Stott, John Turner. 

 Minutes of Previous AGM (6/4/06) had been pre-circulated in Torque. Confirmed (Henderson/Ensoll) 

 Matters Arising 

Not much luck with getting the gate between the power strip and glider paddocks fixed last year.  However, its pre-
carious  current state means a repair or replacement should happen very soon.. 

 Correspondence  Nil in, nil out. 

 President's Report  Presented by Owen Moore.  Accepted (Sherlock/ Henderson). 

 Secretary's Report Presented by Rob Sherlock.  Accepted (Moore/Henderson). 

 Treasurer's Report  Presented by Trevor Henderson.  Accepted (Moore/Victor). 

NZMAA affiliation fees are to increase by $7 for all classes except Junior.  Trevor Henderson said club could not 
absorb this, and also proposed an additional $3 increase in the Club subscription for all classes.  Allan Knox ques-
tioned the need for the latter, particularly in view of our increased membership, but Trevor felt it was necessary to 
strengthen our cash-flow position over the first few months of the financial year before subs started coming in.  
Trevor's motion for an all-round $10 increase was seconded by Bill Long and put to the vote by a show of hands. 

Motion carried (14 for, 3 against).  Subs for 2007/8 will therefore be Junior $68, Senior $123, Life $100, Family 
$134. 

 Election of Officers 

Just a single nomination had been received for each position and there were no more nominations from the floor.  
The following were therefore declared elected: 

 President:  Owen Moore (Long/Burrows) 

Secretary:  Bruce Weatherall (Moore/Sherlock) 

Treasurer:  Trevor Henderson (Burrows/Moore) 

Recording Secretary:  Gary Burrows (Knox/Sherlock) 

Bulletin Editor:  Gary Burrows (Sherlock/Henderson) 

Webmaster:  Mark Venter (Sherlock/Henderson) 

Liason Officers: 

   Free Flight:  Owen Moore (Long/Knox) 

   R/C Soaring:  John Ensoll (Sherlock/Knox) 

   R/C Power:  Terry Parker (Henderson/Venter) 

   Indoor:  Bill Long (Moore/Sherlock) 

   Vintage R/C:  Mark Venter (Sherlock/Henderson) 

   Electric Power:  John Turner (Knox/Sherlock) 

   Control Line:  No nomination due to current lack of activity in this discipline within the club.  Bill Long agreed 
to maintain a watching brief and identify a representative if that situation changed. 

 Address by NZMAA President Barrie Lennox 

 Owen Moore welcomed Barrie to the meeting.  As a South Island based President, Barrie was attempting to attend 
club AGMs to make informal contact with members, talk about proposed directions for NZMAA and get feedback. 

 Barrie gave us the following things to think about (and give feedback to NZMAA in due course): 

 The importance of making a proxy/postal vote at the NZMAA AGM (in July) now that NZMAA is an incorporation 
of individual members rather than clubs. 

 The possibility of changing the dates of the Nationals to improve chances of reasonable weather conditions. 

 Proposals for new Life Members (in addition to Gary Mildenhall and Ken Buckley who have already been nomi-
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Don’t forget SI Free Flight champs or the Balclutha 2008 Nats 

nated). 

 NZMAA's plan to spend ~$33,000 over the next two years on a program of activities to further promote and de-
velop aeromodelling in NZ. 

 A name-change for NZMAA. 

 General Business 

 Bruce Weatherall proposed a vote of thanks to the outgoing Committee. 

 Dave Jackson reminded members of the SI Free-Flight champs on 21/22 April – contact Dave for further info. 

 John Dunstan, having returned to aero modelling via CMAC this year, suggested that the club could do more to 
follow up on new members and help them make contact with the disciplines in which they had indicated interest 
on their membership application form.  The meeting agreed that this was a very good suggestion, and that the new 
Committee should put some mechanisms in place to make it happen. 

 Meeting closed at 8:45pm, and was followed by a fascinating talk by Dr David Park from the University of Can-
terbury Geospatial Research Centre on their plans to develop and use Un-manned Aerial Vehicles (aka model 
aeroplanes!) for a range of remote sensing, photogrammetry and surveying tasks. 

Minutes of CMAC committee meeting, Thursday March 6 2008,  7.30pm, 40A 
Lionel St. 

 Present: Gary, Mark, John Turner, Owen, Terry 

 Apologies:  Trevor Henderson, John Ensoll, Bill Long 

 Minutes of previous meeting: Approved 

 Matters arising: Willows operating procedures: Mark circulated amended procedures, and will publish these on 
website for discussion at AGM 

 Correspondence in: NZ Post - .account for box – passed to Trevor for payment; McKenzie family – card of 
appreciation. 

 Correspondence out: Nil. 

 Treasurers report: N/A 

 Section officers’ reports: Nil 

 Other Business: Gary still looking for trophies to be presented at AGM. 

      Alan Knox sending coordinates for flying site near Blenheim, to be listed with NZMAA as CMAC field. 

       Nominations for committee – Scott Chisholm to be nominated by John Ensoll, seconded by Bruce for R/C 
Glider. 

Meeting closed 8.30 
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Fire Danger has abated BUT 

Let’s be very careful out there as the fire risk is always present. 

A good idea is to have a wet sack in your car just in case. 

Sand bucket full of sand of course for electrical ( Lipo type ) fires 

*�
��������������	
�����  /�
The weather has been letting us down again and NDC 2 metre has suffered. 

I have not heard of the results from Timaru, but by all accounts the Saturday was an excellent flying day and I 
believe that Joe took out the top spot followed by Sven. 

Scott and John Shaw apparently didn’t have a great day.  Them’s the breaks. 

Sunday, was forecast to have a southerly arrive late in the morning  so some practice hand towing for the F3J 
team ensued. 

This coming week-end is the National Soar Champs, this time being held in Palmerston North. 

We will have strong representation from Christchurch, with Joe, Sven, Allan Knox, Scott and John Shaw attend-
ing. 

I am standing down at this coming AGM from the committee to have a bit of a rest from typing reports.  You will 
see me at all the usual events and maybe, some others as well. 

 Now, new heading. 

Equipment that is useful. 
 About 12 months ago I had a computer give up the ghost and my thoughts turned to the power supply that was 
within and wondered if I could find a use for it. 

A google search turned up a couple of methods for adapting the existing power supply to enable me to do fast 
charging at the bench with out having to lug a 12 volt battery from it’s storage to where the charging had to take 
place. 

For those of you that have access to a power supply and would like to adapt it to a unit that most fast chargers 
will accept then have a look at the following, 

http://web2.murraystate.edu/andy.batts/ps/powersupply.htm  The extra bits required will cost less that $10 

It is the most useful piece of equipment I have in the work-shop. 

See you all at the AGM. 

A and 1/2a Texaco 
club trophies 
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Do you have it yet???  It is contagious tends to affect people who come in contact with others who have this virus. 
Very similar to the Simplex virus which has now peaked and on the decline (Hooray says Ian Henry!!!) 

There are a lot of Tomboys looking for an upgrade from the madness which is Aggregate (Scramble Auzzie 
equivalent) to the more controlled environment of R/C ( did I hear that you would be happy to resurrect your Tom-
boy to this event now the flush of youth has gone!!! Go on say it you are getting old and slow, eye sight failing, 
more sedate events are now the norm) 

Your Editor has been affected and encouraged by like minded English Gentle People ( “old Poms” to use the 
Auzzie vernacular, us Kiwis are not so unkind.) These English Gentle People in the form of one Tony Tomlin was 
kind enough to send a DVD of their last contest in 2007. Most impressive it was to see 11 Tomboys off on a winner 
takes all “all up last down” round. David Boddington (promoter of class) was second with a flight time of 7min 
56sec the winner was about 8min 30secs. The Editor will be showing the DVD to all in sundry with in the club to 
see if we can amass  at least 11 for either this year or next to show that we have the drive and the stamina to exceed 
all previous mass launches. 

I understand that there will a bunch of new Mills .75cc engines on the market soon, organized by David Bodding-
ton via CS engines who are making a production run. So if you don’t have 
one (and you have to have one for the contest) be patient. 

Bruce Bonner feeding his feminine friend 
(isn’t “Tomboy” a term used for identifying an 
lady with boyish tendencies ) 
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Mark Venter 

Lucky you can’t see his face 

F/F Tomboy out for 
an outing 
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Granddad Ensoll’s “New Ruler” try-
ing for the spot —-  

left wheel touch,  

“bounce”  

right wheel touch,  

“bounce”  

stopped level!!!! 

 

Missed spot “due wind had dropped” 
according to pilot “yea right!!!” 
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Hi Guys, yes we had a good mornings flying with virtually flat calm all morning which is unusual here ( in Blen-
hiem). It was hot and humid with some drizzle. First flight went up into some huge lift and “Cumulus” was off up 
over 1000 feet very quickly. I had a long way to come down at 4 minutes but the “Cumulus” is pretty rugged and 
dives fast and straight. The light winds and short grass made landings a real trial. Did ok in duration because the en-
ergy was pretty much gone at touch down so the roll was shorter. In precision though I still had too much speed try-
ing to get down on time. I blew two land-
ings. 

Al Baker was flying with me using John 
Ensoll’s Zipper. It is a lovely match with 
the 2.5 cc Super Tiger diesel he has in it. It 
flies beautifully. He had trouble getting it 
to cut though even with the throttle barrel 
fully closed so that messed things up then 
it became temperamental and added insult 
to injury by biting his finger. That sort of 
finished Al’s day but the model showed 
lots of promise for TexA for which it is set 
up and will be effective in Precision and 
can even manage duration although it is 
underpowered for that really. Al is well 
pleased and it is nice to see your handi-
work flying up here in Blenheim John. A 
very fine model indeed. 

BY guys, keep the flag flying in 2008. 

Free Flight Forever 

Says it all 
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 A good afternoon of close racing; a minor accident and one big prang.........the minor accident was on the landing 
approach and saw the landing model hit the number three pylon.  Sadly in this case the model ended up worse off, 
but even worse was the prang of Big T's, but more of both later. 

 Our first event was Sportsman with three entrants- the first heat provided some interesting racing. Our newcomer 
Graham Hart was flying very well for his first effort.........yes we fly a triangular course but we need to know where 
it is in the airspace. Graham was under the guidance of Terry Parker and was able to produce one time without cuts. 
Yes was the first victim of the day – hitting the pylon on landing is quite common but the nuisance factor is having 
to repair the damage. 

Terry and Jeff McBain had some good duels but sadly Terry managed to tear out the engine and firewall on the land-
ing approach . A repair job best left for workshop bench. Jeff carried on and did some good flying but put himself 
out of a good score by suffering from too many cuts on pylon 2 and 3. 

 results Jeff McBain    669.84 

            Terry Parker   715.75 

            Graham Hart  787.25 

 Q500 followed with some quickish machinery with Les King and Big T 
hopefully going to do battle but Big T had the radio ( we think) go into 
failsafe and splattered the model down by the number 3 pylon.............I 
don't normally have radio troubles but at the start line for the first heat I 
noticed the ailerons were sitting at a very odd angle. Instead of being at 
neutral they were sitting at 45 degrees up and down. I chose not to fly 
that heat and sat out also the second heat in an endeavour to resolve the 
problem. Both John Turner and I resolved that problem but I still wasn't 
confident- gave the model a test flight and felt reasonably confident so chose to race. The model was / is the quickest 
pylon model in the south Island and when things go wrong they happen so quickly...........on memory the aileron 
locked as I was exiting number one pylon and at that moment I had absolutely no control. You guessed it- the model 
dug a big hole and scattered itself over a great area of the strip. The model missed poor olde John by half a metre 
before coming to an instant halt. As I said the radio we think went into failsafe but other than that I can show the 
broken bits- oh well that’s racing. Les did have some flying but only got in two counting scores 

 results Les King                686.87 

           Trevor Henderson  800 

 Intermediate followed with both Les and Jeff having some good racing- although the 'callers' were having trouble 
seeing the lights, at number one. A combination of sunlight and low battery power.. 

Five rounds were flown and Jeff suffered because of cuts at number two- a simple explanation was that he was fly-
ing into the sun and couldn't see where the pylon was- a legitimate reason and for those of you who are not familiar 
with sun flying then a technique is required. My advice is to blink when you fly into the sun – try it sometime as it 
certainly works for me. 

 Results  Les King         504.07 

             Jeff McBain.    736.40 

 John Turner did have his electric pylon model and made an attempt- I can't recall what it was but he did have some 
problems and I don't believe he recorded a time. 

 Thanks to all helpers and we hope to see you all again at the next pylon meeting- those on my emailing list will be 
suitably informed.                                              Big T. 

Big T’s new motto 
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This is my last report until after the AGM.  There have been a few issues arising in the power section and no doubt 
there will be more to deal with in the future.  If anyone else wants to have a go then by all means tell people so you 
can be nominated. 

The container has had a bit of a dung out and looks nice and tidy.  Lets see how long it will stay like this.  A big 
thanks to Ken, Jeremy, Grahame, and Kerry for making it as tidy as it is. 

Over the year we have had an increase of RC fliers whom have become regular Sunday supporters.  Though some 
have had to repair on a semi regular basis nothing can take away their enthusiasm. 

Winter is heading our way, which means cold winds.  Though after the front has passed there will be nice clear clam 
days. 

I am unsure if the trainer will be available on a regular basis from now.  If you would  like to have a go then email 
me before hand so I can arrange it to be there.  Also due to the prices of methanol and oil going up there will be an 
increase in the cost. 
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 Kay and myself were the only ones to turn up, could be the change of date although plenty of notice was given. 
Easy Bee was the N.D.C. event this month. I put in five times all very close to one another but improving the times 
proved difficult. Kay entered two times in the last half-hour her first flight being over ten minutes then after a re -
trim things were not so good. 

 Results. 

Bill -- 9min 32 sec. Plus 9 min 32 sec. Total 19 min. 04sec. 

Kay--10min 07sec. Plus 8 min 46sec   Total 18 min. 53 sec. 

 Next meeting April 13th.  N.D.C. Open tissue. 

Colin Duthie and “Eastern States Champion” 
take off to right, landing to left (looked like a 
Tomboy type landing “wheels, nose, tail!!!) 
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 My thoughts turn to battery chargers and the problem of how you make your choice.  With the variety of chemis-
tries being use in cells and the changes that are taking place it gets a bit hard to keep up with.  Each has to have its 
own set of requirements meet, from how the charging end point is determined, the current at which it is being charge 
set, and if discharging how the lower cutoff point is determined.  Without going into details of how this is achieved 
we can assume that any of the chargers that we buy use the correct methods for each chemistry to determine all this.  
How accurately they do this is another thing, but this really is only important if you are dealing with Lithium Poly-
mer Cells. All charging processes are exothermic, in other words they give out heat energy.  This release of energy 
increases as they get close to their maximum charge voltage and in some chargers a temperature probe is use to de-
tect this increase and cut off the charging process.  Most chemistries can stand a little temperature abuse in this re-
gard, but not Lithium Polymer or Lithium ion.  These cells have a critical temperature above which they go into 
thermal runaway, in other words the generation of heat energy becomes self propagating, even if the charging proc-
ess is stopped  and they end up exploding and catching fire.  Not Nice. This is why the manufacturers are so specific 
about the maximum charged voltage i.e.. 4.2volts per cell never exceeding 0.05 volts above this.  This is where the 
chargers accuracy of measuring these voltages are so important.  Its not a problem if they measure a higher voltage 
than the true voltage because they will cutout below the true 4.2volts.  You just end up with the a battery not charg-
ing to it full mAh capacity. Its when they are measuring below the true voltage which gets us into trouble, because 
then the cell will exceed the maximum recommended voltage with the likely hood that it could go into thermal run 
away and definitely reduce the life span of the cell.  Are there chargers out there like this.  Yep.  I’ve got one.  Its a 
Chinese look alike of the “eStation” BC8.  The “eStation” has a good reputation and about $120 more that the Imax 
BC8 which I’ve got.  Tests have show that it can be as much as 0.1volt out (overcharging).  That’s not much you 
say, but its enough to put you into difficulties.  Ive just had a re look at this accuracy problem with a friend (an elec-
tronics engineer) an his more accurate measuring equipment that has been calibrated against standardized gear.  I 
thought I had a reasonable digital multi meter but test showed it to be out between 0.01 and 0.04 over the 1volt to 
20volt range.  Checking the Imax charger showed it to be out as well but still to be within the 0.05 volt per cell 
manufacturers requirement.  Still I would have liked to have seen the charger within 0.01volt of per cell of it max 
cutoff point and between cells on cell balancing. 

The moral of the story.  We tend to buy these devices and take it for granted that they are going to be accurate which 
they usually aren't.   Go out onto the Rcgroup.com forum and have a look at the comments on different gear before 
you buy.  Could save some hassles. 

 Electric 7 x 7 was flown on Saturday 15th.  Eric and myself were the only ones there and after a wait for the fog to 
lift at about 10-00am we had a wonderful fly. Eric, because of his battery is not able to have his results recorded but 
won the event with 1327 points. He flew very well.  I had a one good flight, last last one horrible with the motor cut-
ting out with a flat battery, a total of 828points.  Its a new pack but is not charging up to the capacity that I would 
expect.  Will have to look at the cells and see if there is a dud.  I attempted electric pylon again  in the afternoon but 
still failed to return a result.  Will get it right yet 

 Our next event is the second CMAC X5J eXtreme on Saturday April 19th  starting at 9-00am 

Had a very good turnout for the first one.  Hope you can all make it for this one. 

 

 John T 
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Weather Station NEW Phone Number 021 02483412 

CMAC WEB SITE        http://groups.msn.com/cmac/ 
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You learn some thing new every time one happens and if you are not having them you must be on the top of your 
game or else you don’t fly!!!! 

Hanger 13 crash ——— Don’t do a low level turn down wind with insufficient flying speed for a heavily wing 
loaded model. Stalls are much easier to handle with adequate height. 

Covering while looking good when tight, is no help when it has slackened off due to the conditions. Particularly 
when we are relying it to give rigidity to the structure. 

Glue joints failed due to the type of glue used ( have changed the type of glue used after viewing the failures) 

I always thought that the plan dihedral was a bit flat but accepted that the designer had got it right ( it was a vin-
tage model up dated to 
another class) 
WRONG  looking at 
another original 3 view 
in Model Aviation 
magazine of the late 
Alister McKenzie, it 
showed that the first 
dihedral break should 
be 8.5 degrees not 4 
degrees as shown on 
the plan so I may have 
been able to save my 
model if the roll had 
happened a lot quicker 
when trying the turn 
MAYBE !!!! 

Like the Pheonix 
Hanger 13 will rise 
again, weight reduced / 
correct dihedral / better 
glue joints and covered 
with doped on covering 
( old but goodie ) 

���  

8.5degree

11.5 degree 


