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If undelivered please return to P.O. Box 14115 Christchurch Airport  

CHRISTCHURCH MODEL AERO CLUB EXECUTIVE  2008 / 9 

President.  Owen Moore 40a Lionel St. Avonside. ( barbara.owen@paradise.net.nz ) 981 5545 

Secretary. Bruce Weatherall 223B Main North road, Redwood ( weatherall@pcconnect.co.nz ) 354 2220 

Treasurer. Trevor Henderson 82 Rose St., Spreydon. ( bigtrev@xtra.co.nz )  337 1091 

Recording Officer     Gary Burrows 42 Santa Maria Ave. Mt Pleasant. ( garyburrows@xtra.co.nz ) 384 0994  

R/C Power. Terry Parker 57A Hoon Hay Road, Hoon Hay. ( rcflier@xtra.co.nz ) 338 6208 

R/C Glider. Scott Chisholm 52 Kintyre Drive. ( scott.chisholm@xtra.co.nz ) 021 770048 

Free Flight.  Owen Moore 40a Lionel St. Avonside. ( barbara.owen@paradise.net.nz ) 981 5545 

Control Line. Bill Long 83 Nottingham Ave. Oaklands ( BillLong@xtra.co.nz ) 322 7202 

Indoor. Bill Long 83 Nottingham Ave. Oaklands ( BillLong@xtra.co.nz ) 322 7202 

"Torque" Editor Gary Burrows 42 Santa Maria Ave. Mt Pleasant  ( garyburrows@xtra.co.nz ) 384 0994  

Electric John Turner 132 Somerfield Street, Beckenham, ( ���������	
�����
��� 332 1200 

Vintage & Web Master Mark Venter 30 Manor Place, Bryndwr  ( ������	���	
�����
���  351 6193  
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Junior / Junior = under 18 

Junior = 18 to 60 

Senior = 60 to 80 

Senior / Senior = 80+ 

Club perceived age / knowledge 

The president is repairing models at the moment so no news is good news!!! 

Don’t forget the Balclutha 2008 Nats 
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Colin Duthie demonstrating 2 of his 7 auto 
gyros to the agog multitude. He has posted 
a series of videos taken by BGG on his web 
page (go to the club website and look up 
“links” and scroll down to Colin’s web 
site.) 

Page 11 is where the videos are but if you 
are on dial up it takes a long time . Page 10 
the last 2 photos are from the video. 

Interesting challenge over the years for 
Colin who is noted for challenging models. 
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Minutes of CMAC Committee meeting, 40A Lionel St, Avonside, Thursday 
April 3, 2008, 7.30pm. 
 Present: Owen, Trevor, Terry, Bruce, Gary, Mark, John. 

 Apologies: Scott, Bill 

 Minutes of last meeting: Approved 

 Business Arising: Nil 

 Correspondence in: Nil. Bruce said he had received a large number of emails on two or three issues over the pre-
vious couple of weeks, but he would not regard these as inward correspondence for the committee’s attention unless 
they had a formal heading addressing them to the Secretary, CMAC. Otherwise he would regard them as personal 
communications. 

 Correspondence out: Nil 

 Treasurer’s report: Cheque a/c$18711.00; Term deposits $4,137.90 

 Section Officers’ reports: 

R/C Power: Good day at Wigram fly-in the previous Sunday; also good turnout for aerobatics on Saturday. 

Pylon: Trevor said a problem had emerged at last with Spectrum sets cutting out. Problem is apparently battery volt-
ages can be  too low. John Turner will prepare a report. 

Free Flight: Two competitors in Cranfield Classic, one in Kiwi Power, one in 1/2A in recent competitions. 

Electric: ‘’Extreme” competition coming up. 

 General Business: 

  Matters arising from AGM: Bruce said the motion approved at the AGM for the appointment of an R/C 
Aerobatics Liaison officer could not be actioned as it was in conflict with the constitution which required the areas 
of responsibility for liaison officers to be decided by the executive prior to the AGM, and which also limited the 
number of liaison officers to a maximum of 7. However, the constitution allowed for Advisory Committees to be set 
up by each liaison officer, and members of such committees could make their voices heard either through the liaison 
officer at executive meetings, or by speaking at these meetings in person, though without voting rights. Moved 
Terry, seconded Gary: That Terry be authorised to set up an R/C Power liaison committee. Passed unanimously. 

            Mark raised questions about his vintage liaison officer responsibilities- how far was he responsible for R/C 
vintage, and when did this become the R/C Power officer’s responsibility? In discussion, it was clear that several 
flying disciplines could be seen as the responsibility of more than one liaison officer. The committee needs to look 
further into this, but in the meantime overlaps and conflicts should be settled at executive level and by discussion 
between officers affected. 

 Request by Arthur Kotoul for another road gate into the R/C Power field: Trevor said he would discuss this 
with the farmer 

 Willows operating procedures: issues raised at the AGM had been attended to by Mark, who presented yet 
another amended version, which was approved to go on the website. 

 Other business: 

 Unauthorised website. The actions of the secretary and Terry to get this website withdrawn were approved. It was 
emphasised that the only official website was that produced by the club Webmaster. Mark said if anyone wanted to 
put anything on the official website, he was only too pleased to help them. 

 Constitution: Bruce said the copy of the constitution he held was outdated and did not include some amendments 
approved by Special General Meetings. Gary produced a somewhat updated (2003) version, which Bruce will fur-
ther update with the latest amendments from 2006. 

 Meeting closed at 9.30pm 
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An excellent turnout of models and enthusiastic aerobatic fly-
ers all endeavoring to improve their competition performances 
by being judged in front of their peers (just like dancing with 
the stars!!!) 

Contest director Patrick Murray gave a very good briefing 
with what appeared to be a miniature aerobatic model suitably 
linked to his hand by an invisible radio waves. He went 
through the routine with this model which got a 10 out of 10 
score by the judges Alex Hewson and Rob Fenwick.  

The actual flyers did not quite come up to the same standard 
(maybe it was the “Halo Effect” in action  when Patrick was 
being judged!!!!) 

Observations——- 

· It was good to see the excellent flow of models onto the 
flight line for their turn. One finished landing the other 
was lining up to 
takeoff. Well done 
chaps. 

· The use of the throt-
tle by some left a lot 
to be desired (maybe 
some models needed 
all the power just to 
stay up!!!) 

· Some very nice 
models observed. 

· Staying in the judging box certainly needs to be improved 
( throttle use could help here) 

· Good to see everyone regardless of ability having a go. You 
will only be better for the discipline of being able to put the 
model where it should be regardless of conditions ( which 
on the day were perfect) 

· Good to see that most of the models were well silenced ( a 
very good thing in this day of noise complaints) 

· I believe the winner was ( I left early after round one) Jer-
emy McLean who flew mainly within the box and executed 
the maneuvers well. At the end of round one I would have 
picked him as round one winner.  Jeremy Mclean’s model 

Judges A H and R F checking PM’s rou-
tine 

Johnny Cash’s model on song if 
you will excuse the pun 
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I have been asked to make a few comments after and incident during pylon racing where I was nearly taken out.  A 
plane traveling at over 200km/hr heading straight for you, missing by about a meter, gouging out the beginnings of 
a new rabbit burrow about 4 meters away and then spewing itself over and area of about 10 square meters is not 
very funny.  It’s the second time I have just about been taken out.  The first involved a 3 meter composite glider.  
It put a new part in my hair line.  If I had been standing up it would have gone straight through my chest. 

What caused the pylon mishap is down to conjecture, but it was certainly not caused by pilot error during flying.  
This plane was being flown with a Spektrum 7 channel 2.4Ghz setup and total control was lost over the model.  
Nothing done by the pilot could bring it out of its dive into the ground.  What we believe may have happened is 
the receiver has lost contact and gone into reset mode bought about by low battery voltage. The reset takes be-
tween 2 to 5 seconds during which time the receiver is in fail safe (SmartSafe) which is set at the time the receiver 
is bound to the transmitter.  It puts the controls into the position they were at, at the time of binding.  So hopefully 
all controls were in their neutral positions.  At the speed these planes fly this rebinding time is far too slow, so if 
you are going to use a Spektrum make sure the following is not allow to happen. 

Why think it’s a low voltage problem.  The battery pack is a 600Mha 4 cell pack. It’s had been used previously 
and was only given a 2 hour charge on a standard charger the night before.  These things take about 14 hours to 
fully charge a pack and we don’t know exactly what state of charge the pack was in before the supposed top up.  
Hence it is quite possible that the pack dropped below 3.5 volts (it’s minimal level) 

 From the Spektrum Site 

Spektrum aircraft receivers incorporate a unique fail-safe system called SmartSafe.  SmartSafe prevents unex-
pected motor startup when connecting the battery and shuts off the motor if the signal is lost.  SmartSafe is ideal 
for electric models. Fail-safe positions for all channels are stored during binding. If the receiver is turned on be-
fore the transmitter, the receiver will not output a signal to the throttle channel, preventing the electronic speed 
controller from arming. When the transmitter is turned on and the throttle is placed in the low throttle position, the 
receiver transmits a low throttle signal to the throttle channel, allowing the speed control to arm. After connec-
tion, if the signal is lost, the throttle will go to its preset fail-safe position (low throttle), while all other channels 
will hold their last command. 

(The two underlined statements don’t make sense) 

 From another source 

Spektrum, too, have acknowledged the slow reset problem and have issued the following guidelines:  

Receiver Power System Requirements 
With all radio installations it is vital the onboard power system provides adequate power of 4.5 volts or more 
without interruption to the receiver even when the system is fully loaded (servos at maximum flight loads). Al-
though this importantly applies to all kinds and sizes of aircraft it becomes especially critical with giant scale 
models that utilize multiple high torque/ high current servos. Inadequate power systems that are unable to provide 
the necessary minimum voltage to the receiver during flight loads have become the number one cause of in flight 
failures. Some of the power system components that affect the ability to properly deliver adequate power include: 
the selected receiver battery pack (number of cells, capacity, cell type, state of charge), switch harness, battery 
leads, regulator (if used), power bus (if used). 

Consideration should be given to specification of the on-board battery(s) used to power radio and servos but re-
member to build in a good margin of error to compensate for unexpected load. Using a 6 volt power source will 
optimise that margin and help guarantee maintaining the level of voltage necessary to retain control of the plane.  

While Spektrum’s receivers’ minimum operational voltage is 3.5 volts, it is highly recommended the system be 
tested per the guidelines below to a minimum acceptable voltage of 4.8 volts during ground testing. This will pro-
vide head room to compensate for battery discharging or if the actual flight loads are greater than the ground test 
loads. 

The latest generation of Nickel Metal Hydride batteries incorporate a new chemistry mandated to be more envi-
ronmentally friendly. These batteries when charged with peak detection fast chargers have tendencies to false 
peak (not fully charge) repeatedly. These include all brands of NiMh batteries. If using NiMh packs be especially 
cautious when charging making absolutely sure that the battery is fully charged.  It is recommended to use a 
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charger that can display total charge current. Note the number of mAh put into a discharged pack to verify it has 
been charged to capacity. 

 Suggestions 

If you are in doubt about receiver voltage and current loads then use a 5 cell pack.  Your will get more torque 
from your servos and the chance of going below 3.5 volts is minimal. 

Use high capacity cells (2000mHa) particularly the new Eneloop cells or their equivalent.  These cells have very 
low storage loss and come fully charged when new 

Use a decent charger that is capable of cycling your cells.  Never top up your cells, always charge them by put-
ting them through one discharge/recharge cycle and take note of the total charge to verify their capacity.  This 
will allow you to keep track of the aging of the pack over time as well. 

If in doubt, don’t fly.  Go home and check everything out. (again) 

  John T 

Saturday AM 0900-
1200hrs 

17-May ELECTRIC  CLUB Club Electric Soaring event 3 of 6 Willows 

Saturday AM 0900-
1200hrs 

14-Jun ELECTRIC  CLUB Club Electric Soaring event 4 of 6 Willows 

Mark Venter is thinking of building this as 1/2a electric see page 10 for 3 views 

Not a disciplined morning (20th April) on the power patch by one flyer 

· His model was observed to be above the maximum height that we are allowed  

· He flew at altitude well over towards the Old West Coast road and houses, I hope that we do not get a 
noise complaint from this.  

· His flying time mostly at full throttle was I believe in excess of 20 minutes probably closer to 30 minutes  

· He did not have a spotter, and at one stage there looked like a full size A/C was coming in our direction 
fortunately it veered away!!!! 
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 A windy day and attendance was small- but for those in attendance, both as helpers and competitors it was a good 
days racing. Thanks to you all. 

 We ran Sportsman with two competitors, those being Grahame Hart and Jeff McBain........absent were big T who 
was still constructing a model, and Les King  recently back from an overseas business trip and correctly so chose 
to spend time with the family. I know Les that your family would have appreciated your time with them! Terry 
may have been otherwise occupied as he was missed. 

 Racing was interesting with a strong cross wind (more on that later) and for Grahame, a newcomer to pylon, he 
managed the course very well. You may recall that last race day he did some severe damage to his model when 
doing a landing approach- number three pylon in fact was the unfortunate target. Grahame's only complaint was 
that he was affected by the sun around number two pylon and caused him to substantially over fly the base- his 
times weren't fast but he flew wise and safe. 

 Grahame now knows how strong the pylons are and was noted to very carefully land the model quite some dis-
tance from either of them- he did some real good landings and took a model home in one piece. 

 Jeff McBain, who has had years of pylon racing , managed to fly a reasonably good course considering the wind 
strength.................I suspect that the wind was tossing the model around above treetop level. The trees can make 
for difficult flying and those who have mastered the course certainly know where to fly to minimise their ef-
fect..................I think I have sussed out the trees and the aim is to fly below tree top height and use the shadow on 
the side of the trees to determine how far away from the trees the model is. Yes, I have been close, and I have been 
into them, but it lets you fly low into, and around number one pylon. This then puts the model at a low height as 
you enter number two, and  puts the model under the sun. For those caught, and having to fly through the sun my 
solution is to simply blink as the model goes through it and you certainly minimise the effect of those strong sun-
rays. 

 Ashleigh Glubb was there as a helper and was needed to start the races as during a strong gust of wind the start 
clock got blown over and the case suffered substantial damage. Sorry John ( Turner) but the particular gust that did 
the damage was real strong. I'm not certain whether the paddock is more exposed than the power strip but yester-
days gusts were powerful. 

 Intermediate was a going to follow but Jeff did a test fly of his model, and although it flew very well chose to put 
it away and do some 'fine' tuning on another, presumably less windy day. 

 Sportsman results 

 Jeff McBain            605.99 

Grahame Hart         797.47 

 Ashleigh did intend to fly his glider but chose to ( I think wisely) leave it in his car.( What!! a pylon racing glider 
I presume that it had a motor Trev.???? Otherwise F3B is its class BGG) 

 We did have a modeller come across to the event wanting to fly his glider on the glider patch- he did politely ask 
for approval to fly- but as CD I chose to say no. To that member nothing personal was meant but we were racing 
and the afternoon was put down in the flying programme as ours. 

Saturday PM 1300-1600hrs 17-May PYLON   CLUB TBA  Willows 

Saturday PM 1300-1600hrs 14-Jun PYLON 88 NDC CLUB FAI Pylon (F3D) 2 of 2 Willows 

Saturday PM 1300-1600hrs 14-Jun PYLON 89 NDC CLUB Sportsman Pylon 2 of 2 Willows 

Saturday PM 1300-1600hrs 14-Jun PYLON 90 NDC CLUB Intermediate Pylon 2 of 2 Willows 

Saturday PM 1300-1600hrs 14-Jun PYLON 91 NDC CLUB Q500 Pylon 2 of 2 Willows 
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Thanks for copying me Mark. Great to hear you have Woody going well. You will have to build an engine for 
John. If he is running .5 of a tank I wonder if it is leaking at the o ring  in the middle of the tank. 

That motor you built me is still pure magic. It was running consistently 5.5 minutes for the first 2 flights until I 
broke the electric prop on an arrival. I scrounged a 8 by 6 from Al Baker on the field and lit her up and she gave 4 
.5 minutes but no more height. Those electric props really work well. Anyway, I got lucky and maxed the first 3 
with spots and went on to post a 18 minute fly off when I hooked up some nice lift. Al and I flew under a heavy 
overcast on a nearly flat calm morning. Fantastic, you could put down the trany and free flight it. 

Al flew John’s old Zipper and did a couple of easy maxes before the radio failed and he crashed heavily in a vine-
yard some distance away. Typical well built Ensoll model suffered very little damage and will certainly fly another 
day. 

I flew the Lancer in Tex A and again maxed out in the gentle conditions then went on to post a 16 minute fly off 
but missed the last landing of the day. 

That felt like a hell of a lot of flying. Close to 2 hours in the air over 10 flights with test hops. 

Autorotation:- What your car does on an icy road, also seen at Grand Prix races.  

Balsa stripper: Dancer booked for club Annual Dinner and dance  

Clunk tank: Plastic bottle specially designed to leak, only when it is totally inaccessible  
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BGG was taught 
to smile at the 
camera Mark!! 
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A Texaco ( NDC #  12 April 2008 Total 

Allan Knox Lancer 1938 2837 

John Ensoll Simplex 1941 1830 

1/2A Texaco (NDC # 12 April 2008 Total 

Allan Knox Skipper 1948 2606 

Mark Venter Woody’s Wagon 1950 1414 
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Open Tissue was the N.D.C. contest we flew. Nev put in times that were consistent with 
his model until his last flight, which was over seven minutes. Kay’s model is flying ex-
ceedingly well at the moment so exceeding ten minutes didn’t surprise me. I improved 
with my last flight. Kay went back up with what would have been the winning flight 
however she didn’t believe her torque meter and being over powered hang up in a 
20thou gap in a light fitting. The aspect that I find encouraging about this contest is not beating someone else but 
continually working to improve your performance. It was great to see Dave Jackson, with the new family addition, 
who enjoyed putting in some glider flights. 

 Next meeting 11 th May, N.D.C. F1L, Experimental. 

1PM TO 3PM Templeton. 

Bill Long 797 sec. 

Kay Long 757 sec. 

Nev Robinson 535 sec 
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The first of the ever more popular Tomboy3s competition took place on the 30th March at the Wellingborough Old 
Grammarians Model Flying Club Vintage meeting. Hosted by David Boddington, this was also the first ever try out 
of the new Tomboy Senior class using 36” Tomboys scaled up by 1/3rd.  

Non Tomboy vintage models were few in numbers with the Scientific 
Commodore from Geoff Stubbs looking very smart. A Junior 60 was 
seen as was a 48” span J60 called ‘Just Junior ’. The version built by 
Dick Blenkinsop was the only electric vintage model there, flying 
very smoothly. James Parry had a Utility powered with a OS 26 FS 
and the well used Buzzard Bombshell of Tony Tomlin was also hav-
ing an outing. A new Tomboy to us all was the nicely finished exam-
ple built as a joint effort by David Boddington’s son Andrew and 
grandson Douglas, this had a fuselage and fin covered in a smart 
black and white chequered pattern. Sadly this model did not fly in the 
Tomboy3s competition due to a sticky contra piston. The site after 
weeks of rain was very wet but this did not deter the keen 
fliers.    

Tomboy Senior 

  This was the first tryout of the scaled up Tomboy first 
suggested by David Boddington in November 2007. David 
had made some plans available for this model that follows 
the original with a very slight reduction of dihedral being 
the only noticeable change. All the models are fitted with 
a Mills 1.3cc with the original Mills 5cc tank .  

 Four models were at the meeting and all seemed to weigh 
just short of 2 pounds and had very similar flight charac-
teristics. It was decided to hold an impromptu mass launch 
with the models of David Boddington, Tony Tomlin and 
Tom Airey. At the word go the three models climbed 
steadily away, although the climb seemed slower than 
with the smaller Tomboys. When the engines cut at about 
2 mins 30secs all models were at a good height but still comfortably easy to see. The glide appeared to be very flat 
with Tom Airey landing after 6 mins 35 secs and Tony Tomlin just pipping David Boddington, by 1 sec at 6 mins 23 
secs. It is thought that the performance of these models is so very close it would make a good competition class and 
it is hoped to have a few more competitions in 2008. 

Tomboy 3s 

   Seven fliers signed on for this competition which was good, considering the cold weather and at times a stiff 
breeze . The aim of the Tomboy3 competition is to achieve a number of Maximum flights [Max] to qualify for the 
mass launch fly off. At this meeting this was set at 4 mins and only one qualifying flight was required due to the 
conditions. All fliers made the fly off, with times varying, as some were lucky to take advantage of more buoyant air 
when the sun broke through. 

The Top 3 fliers from 2007 were there with last years overall winner Stephen Powell, from Kings Lynn, 2nd place 
man Tom Airey, from Winchester and David Boddington. Relative newcomers to this event Geoff Stubbs and Toby 
Collis from the local Oundle club were competeting with Tony Tomlin from Sutton, Surrey and James Parry from 
Poole, Dorset making up the entries. 

For the first time a different starting system was used for the fly off. When all competitors are lined up for the fly 
off. The start marshal holds up a board showing 90 to indicate to the fliers they have 90 seconds to start their en-
gines. At the end of this time the board then displays 10 indicating 10 seconds before the models are launched giv-
ing time for final topping up of tanks.. After 10 seconds the board is rapidly lowered and all models are launched. 
This overcomes the problem of trying to hear the start marshal over the noise of fast revving engines. 

This start system was deemed a great success as all models got away together . 

Tony Tomlin starting his Tomboy Senior NOTE the 
gumboots and potential dirty knees (hope Tony had 
a good story for the wife on how he got so dirty) 

Tomboy 3 of the Boddington brigade 
production team. 
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Within seconds Toby Collis and James Parry had the misfortune to catch a gust that put them out of contention. 
Toby’s model ‘landing’ after six secs followed by James Parry’s model a few seconds later, luckily without serious 
damage. 

The remaining five all climbed away to a good height, with Tom Airey highest and Steven Powell and Tony Tomlin 
close. All fliers seemed to have the same problem with short engine runs, most stopping around 1 min 30 secs in-
stead of the 2 mins plus which is normal .The first one down was Geoff Stubbs at 3 mins 12 secs followed by 
Stephen Powell at 4 mins 25 secs and Tony Tomlin 8 secs later. The winner Tom Airey landed at 5 mins 39 secs and 
all eyes then looked for David Boddington’s Tomboy which was last seen a long way downwind after radio failure 
and was thought lost. [Subsequently discovered high up in a tree and since recovered!].  

Some discussion took place between the fliers on the reason why all models landed with empty tanks and all suffer-
ing from engine runs at least 25% shorter than normal. Tom Airey who has been involved in tuning race cars for 
many years was of the opinion that due to the cold and damp conditions there was a possibility that at height the 
Mills .75 venturis were icing up and causing a rich mixture and a higher fuel consumption. Certainly food for 
thought. 

A short prize giving followed and many thanks must go to David Boddington and the Wellingborough MFC for this 
successful event. 

 

  

 
Prizegiving: Dave Boddington, Tony Tomlin, Tom Airey, Stephen Powell  

The new Boddo Mills .75 as manufactured by CS engines China. Accord-
ing to RC Model Flyer 200 are being made along with extra carburetors/
needle valve/3cc tanks assemblies for all of those who are missing them 
for your old Mills .75s. Price is yet to be determined but will be competi-
tive and should be available at the beginning of May.  

I need one for my Tomboy 3 so am waiting with baited breath!!!!! BGG 
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Soarchamps this year were blessed with some great weather right up ‘til the last event on Sunday which was 
scrubbed due the infamous Palmy wind. There was a good turn out with 19 competitors in PD. Four of us made the 
trip from the South, Joe Wurts, Scott Chisholm, John Shaw and myself, Allan Knox. Being a resident in Blenheim 
these days, I was able to hitch a ride with Joe as he drove north. Thanks Joe. F3B was on the bill Friday and the 
North Islanders showed the benefit of their regular series flying. Joe won as you might expect with Chris Kaiser 
second and Scott a creditable third. Both Chris and Scott have represented NZ at the Worlds and still show their 
class. Saturday was Premier Duration, always a great event. There are more specialist duration models around 
these days and the Pike Perfects and Supras have a definite edge when the conditions are tough. Joe flew his Supra 
to a standout win and both Scott and John did very well with their Perfects. 

HLG was next up and this class has really come on in the North Island thanks to Kevin (Rowdy)  Botherway’s 
 huge personnel efforts to get a series going and build suitable Taboo replica models for all and sundry. It was a 
great contest in ideal conditions. There was some outstanding flying by many but there is no repressing Joe and he 
cleaned up again with a very convincing performance using a commercial all molded model. He is the master. 

All though Soarchamps are an individual event, the results overall were a clear CMAC win in my view thanks to 
outstanding and consistent flying by Joe, Scott and John who finished 1 st, 2 nd and 3 rd overall in that order. Well 
done guys, you did us proud. 

Thanks go to Dave James and his family for great organization and hospitality. 

Next year we will  have a Southern SoarChamps and it is rumored to be at Lake Station in the Nelson Lakes re-
gion. This is a very special soaring site so it will be something to look forward too.” 

Saturday  0900-1600hrs 3-May SOARING 70 NDC CLUB 10 minute Duration (class B) 1 of 2 TBA 

Saturday  0900-1600hrs 3-May SOARING    SI Soaring Thermal / DLG Series  TBA 

Sunday  0900-1600hrs 4-May SOARING    SI Soaring Thermal / DLG Series  TBA 

Saturday AM 0900-1200hrs 10-May SOARING 72 NDC CLUB Hand Launched Glider (class I) 1 of 2 Willows 

Saturday  0900-1600hrs 17-May SOARING    SI Soaring Series F3B 1 of 1 TBA 

Sunday  0900-1600hrs 18-May SOARING    SI Soaring Series F3B 1 of 1 TBA 

Saturday AM 0900-1200hrs 7-Jun SOARING 85 NDC CLUB  6 minute Duration (class A) 2 of 2 Willows 

Sunday PM 1300-1600hrs 22-Jun SOARING 94 NDC CLUB FAI  (F3F) Timed 10 lap Slope 2 of 3 PMH 

Saturday AM 0900-1200hrs 28-Jun SOARING    CIRRUS TROPHY - Formula 500 (class D)  Willows 

BENDING BRASS TUBING  

Having trouble bending brass tubing without putting a kink in it? Here is an idea that came from Mr. 
Rogers TV show. When brass musical instruments are made they must have smooth small radius bends in 
the tubing. Here is the way they do it:  

Remember, the tubing must be annealed (a soft state).  

Fill the brass tube with water. Completely full. Ends can be plugged with modeling clay, paraffin wax, or 
anything else that will keep the water in.  

Then freeze the tube solid. When frozen you can bend it just like wire.  

Work fairly fast so that the ice doesn't melt before all bends are made.  

When finished, let it thaw completely, remove plugs, and blowout the water. 
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Scott the “Soaring Scribe” 
 Well since the hand over at the Club AGM of Soaring rep from John Ensoll to myself (Scott Chisholm), 
there hasn’t been a lot of soaring. We did fly a NDC Thermal D at the Willows with five guy’s turning up 
under some interesting conditions. The weather over night wasn’t the greatest so that night has kept some 
people away. As it turned out it was their loss, for the five keen soles we were treated to a nice dying 
southerly. Conditions did prove a challenge at times but if 
you were patient enough, conditions did come to you to 
complete the two 8minute flights that were required. John 
Ensoll was having a good day and gave me a challenge to 
fight for the win. Ian Harvey was heard saying he needed 
more practice; Ian isn’t seen as often as he once was out at 
the soaring events, but it was great to have him out there and 
is still showing he has the tricks of the trade. Also good to 
see was John Turner out the with a trustee 2 meter model 
proving that you can fly any event with any type of model 
(Nice one John). 

The New Zealand F3J has been busy practicing for the up coming F3J world champs to be held in Turkey. 
We have been flying as much as we possibility can honing our skills and learning as much as we can from 
the boss of the team Joe Wurts. 

Please remember the up coming events Gary has posted in the flying calendar and one interesting thing to 
note is the change of Venue for soaring two day events in CHCH. With the sale of Stott’s farm we have 
been lucky enough get the us of another field close to Kirwee which looks good. More to come on that one 
for those soaring guy’s interested. ( contact Scott re the TBA’s on the soaring calendar and he will tell you 
how to get to it. I believe it is on Mr Bell’s property on Courtenay Road about 1 mile south from Kirwee 
off the main West Coast road and over the railway line) 

If you are interested in anything soaring please email me to add your name to the soaring email list, 
scott.chisholm@xtra.co.nz . Also make sure you’re on the yahoo email groups of 

chchsoar@yahoogroups.com , nzrcsg@yahoogroups.com  . 

 All the best and happy soaring  Scott Chisholm 

Pilots Name Grand total Placing 

Scott Chisholm 1492 1 

John Ensoll 1463 2 

Ian Harvey 1424 3 

Brian Perrium 1186 4 

John Turner 1176 5 

MODELING TOOLS  

DRILL PRESS: A tall upright machine useful for suddenly snatching flat metal bar stock out of your hands so 
that it smacks you in the chest and flings your soda across the room, splattering it against that freshly-stained 
heirloom piece you were drying.  
 
WIRE WHEEL: Cleans paint off bolts and then throws them somewhere under the workbench with the speed 
of light. Also removes fingerprints and hard-earned guitar callouses from fingers in about the time it takes you to 
say, 'Yeouw....'  
 
ELECTRIC HAND DRILL: Normally used for spinning pop rivets in their holes until you die of old age, or 
for perforating something behind and beyond the original intended target object. 
 
SKILL SAW: A portable cutting tool used to make studs too short.  
 
PLIERS: Used to round off bolt heads. Sometimes used in the creation of blood-blisters.  
 
BELT SANDER: An electric sanding tool commonly used to convert minor touch-up jobs into major refinishing 
jobs. Caution: Avoid using for manicures.  

 

More to come later BGG 
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Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 4-May F/F 67 NDC CLUB Hand Launched Glider 2 of 3 Willows 

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 4-May F/F 68 NDC CLUB Catapault Glider 2 of 3 Willows 

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 4-May F/F 69 NDC CLUB Aggregate (Class B) 2 of 3 Willows 

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 11-May F/F 71 NDC CLUB Wakefield (FAI Rubber Class F1B) 2 of 3 Willows 

Sunday PM 1300-1500hrs 11-May F/F 73 NDC CLUB FAI Class F1D 2 of 3 Templeton  

Sunday PM 1300-1500hrs 11-May F/F 74 NDC CLUB Experimental 2 of 3 Templeton  

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 18-May F/F 75 NDC CLUB  Nostalgia  Rubber Duration 2 of 2 Willows 

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 18-May F/F 76 NDC CLUB Old Time Rubber Duration  2 of 2 Willows 

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 18-May F/F 77 NDC CLUB Open Rubber 2 of 3 Willows 

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 25-May F/F 78 NDC CLUB Open Power (Class A) 2 of 3 Willows 

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 25-May F/F 79 NDC CLUB FAI Power F1C (Class D) 2 of 3 Willows 

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 1-Jun F/F 80 NDC CLUB  A/2 Glider (FAI Class F1A) 2 of 3 Willows 

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 1-Jun F/F 81 NDC CLUB Classic A/2 Glider 2 of 3 Willows 

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 1-Jun F/F 82 NDC CLUB Old Time Precision  2 of 2 Willows 

Sunday PM 1300-1500hrs 8-Jun F/F 83 NDC CLUB Hanger Rat 2 of 3 Templeton  

Sunday PM 1300-1500hrs 8-Jun F/F 84 NDC CLUB Indoor Hand Launched Glider 2 of 3 Templeton  

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 8-Jun F/F 86 NDC CLUB Nostalgia Glider Duration  2 of 2 Willows 

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 8-Jun F/F 87 NDC CLUB Old Time Glider Duration 2 of 2 Willows 

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 22-Jun F/F 92 NDC CLUB P.30 Rubber 2 of 3 Willows 

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 22-Jun F/F 93 NDC CLUB  A/1 Glider (FAI Class F1H) 2 of 3 Willows 

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 29-Jun F/F 95 NDC CLUB Old Time Chuck Glider  1 of 2 Willows 

Sunday AM 0900-1200hrs 29-Jun F/F 96 NDC CLUB Old Time Catapult Glider 1 of 2 Willows 
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16th March   1/2A Power                                                                                                
     Cool weather, cloudy, and quite windy. Bruce Weatherall was the only starter, his 
flights going a fair distance towards the radio patch. I had one attempt with a new ship 
but called it quits after a rather hairy flight.                                                                                                                
     

 No-one fronted up for Payload ,Open Glider, or A/1 Glider so that left us with   

Cranfield Classic on 30th March.                                                                                    
        Ian  Henry flew his "GLOWORM" on fairly short motor runs to win . I had one 
flight but a faulty timer put paid to me continuing 

Kiwi Power 30th March                                                                                                    
    

Mark Venter was the only starter in Kiwi flying his vintage model, 
which performed very well in ideal conditions.                                        
                                                                                    

 The month of April is pretty thin on F/F contests so don't forget the South Island F/F champs at Omarama from 
the 25th. Cheers OWEN. 

B.Weatherall
         

155secs 

I.Henry    
             

215secs 

O.Moore  
             

122secs 

M Venter             336secs.  
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· There have been changes to the willows operating procedures as listed below 

1b)  General Access and Use 

Flying Hours. I.C. engines shall not to be run for more than 60 seconds at a time before 9am on any day.    
All I.C. power flying shall cease at 7pm on any day light saving day otherwise 
6pm.. 

4h)  Winch-launched Gliders   No flying at less than 'telegraph-pole height' above any vehicles, buildings 
or the designated pits area.  

6) Willows Stop Bank Pylon Site   

     Power flying at the power strip is permitted on pylon race day. 

       In all cases strict frequency control is required. ( Pylon competitors have exclusive frequency 
peg rights) 

Flying Zones (normal non competition days,)  

Left and Right hand paddocks refer to the paddocks as viewed from the main entrance 
gate while looking West 

Free Flight  

· (Depending on wind direction) 

· Right hand paddock in NW / Easterly / Northerly 

· Left hand Paddock by the pylons close to the road in Southerly 

 Soaring / RC Vintage / RC Electric 

· Right Hand paddock keeping all flight paths NORTH of the fence line between the two paddocks 

 RC Power 

· Left Hand paddock keeping all flight paths to the SOUTH of the fence line between the two paddocks 

 

 

Competition days 
· Contest directors have absolute descression on whether to allow other activities to take place 
when official competition is taking place. ( normally Free Flight competition will not hinder any 
other activity) 

· Competition hours are as published in the Torque and should be adhered to unless exceptional 
circumstances occur ( the contest director in consultation with any other contest directors / competi-
tors agree to changes) 

· Competitors have exclusive rights to the frequency pegs on competition days. 

· Soaring / RC Vintage / RC Electric have full two/ three paddock flying coverage but must adhere 
to item 4h. 
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· It has come to my attention that our newly re visioned  6 million dollar one eyed Canterbury man Paul Chis-
holm was seen to be saying “thanks but no thanks” to the 12 million dollar two eyed Joe Wurts about where to 
go in the thermal spotting  game at the last S.I. soaring series contest. Now I ask you, would you refuse to have 
Joe spotting for you when it comes to thermal hunting/recognition game, NOT ME!!!! It must be said that Paul 
was above his son, and NZ team representative,  in the final standings BUT not above Joe. (12 million dollars 
eyes are better than a 6 million dollar one, maybe after the other eye is done then Joe had better watch out) 

· Who was that masked man running around 
in the “Kerry Oakley Death Zone” chasing 
sheep out of the area on the S.I. Aerobatics 
series competition day? Investigation re-
veals that it was no other than the man him-
self Kerry Oakley, when asked why, “ to 
protect the farmers sheep from any unto-
ward expensive accidents with models arriv-
ing at “terror” firma unexpectedly”. Who 
was the next man up to fly? None other than 
the sheep herder himself. a bit of self preser-
vation I suspect!!!! 

· It has been brought to my attention by a 
“Dobber in of friends” that his flying buddy 
was seen to taxi his model into one of the 
picnic tables. Why was this not common 
knowledge is because they are secretive and only go flying when the is nobody there. His “MATE” and chief 
“Dobber in” also advised that his flying partner flew a model which lost rudder control because he forgot to 
put the servo arm screw back in ( not an aircraft industry trained person you see) I believe they are still 
MATES because the poor afflicted modeler has a very forgiving nature!!!!! 
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Weather Station NEW Phone Number 021 02483412 

CMAC WEB SITE        http://groups.msn.com/cmac/ 
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Of Boy racers and Petrol heads 

Why is it that there are some of us that fit into this category, those who like to thumb their noses at the establish-
ment and create alienation of those who are actually trying to do their best for the majority. But no, regardless of 
the best interests of reasonable people, this group believe that rules and laws do not apply to them and will carry 
on doing what they selfishly believe is their right and to hell with the majority (who just want things to be happy 
and harmonious and enjoy their chosen pastime without having it taken away from them by the actions of a few) 

This group do not want to argue their point of view with anyone else in case that majority do not agree with 
them. Reasoned discussion should prevail  at all times and changes to rules may take place if the case (with all 
things taken into account) is a good and valid one. 

Sooner or later there will be consequences for those who do not want to comply and those consequences may not 
be palatable to the offenders. 

The majority of modelers just want a flying field to indulge their passion and will take very unkindly to those 
who jeopardize the retention of the field. With the push by corporate farmers towards dairying there is definitely  
the loss of potential flying spaces going on.( Wayne Stott’s farm has been sold for dairying and is no longer 
available to the club) 

If anyone out there has $5 or $6 million to donate towards buying our own flying area let me know!!!! 

1((  

PS This was written in the heat of the moment and now that time has passed I have mellowed, but please re-
member do not be tunneled visioned in your approach to matters that affect you, after all it may be you that is out 
of step, not all the others.  

One of my bosses (a long time ago) said that when he was a enthusiastic Flight Lieutenant in the air force he 
couldn't understand why his boss would not let him do things that that he reckoned he should have been able to, 
even with reasoned argument, only to find that when he replaced the boss he found out there were very good rea-
sons why he was constrained, and so it was all the way to the top of the air force.  

Then he came up against the politicians, he then left the job!!!!! 
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BGG = Bloody Good Guy, or Billy Goat Gruff, or in reverse Good God Buck 

POM = Passionate Old Modeler, or Passive Old Man, or Pleasant Old Mug, or Push Over  Mum 

VENTER =  Voluble, Entertaining, Not Talented, Educated, Rascal.  

Any other explained abbreviations will be entertained for future inclusion in the bulletin. 

A lighter model will always fly better and transition more consistently therefore more chance of 
getting maxs for you.  

Remember bricks don't glide so build your models to fly, not to survive the crashes.  


